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TO THE 


TREASURER 


AND | 
MANAGERS 


' OF THE 


Charity School 


* 
% 
RH 
— 


GRAVEI-LANE, Southwark. 
This S E R MON, 
Sincerely deſigned to promote its intereſt, 


and the intereſt of RELIGION in ge- 
neral, 


Preached and publiſhed at their Requeſt, 


I now inſcribed by 
| Their bumble Servant, 


E. SANDERCOCK. 
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ACTS xi. 23. 


bo when be cane, and bad ys : 
* K Grace of God, was glad; 


HEN tidings of the great 


\? . 
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goſpel had been preached 5 

77 7 ey to the Gentiles at Antioch, a 
TEE ON >= had reached the Church K 

DNN | ! 
Mat Jeruſalem; Barnabas 6 
was ſent thither, to be aſſiſting to this | 
good work; a man well qualified for it: ? 
a good man, one of fincere piety, a man 3 
of great benevolence and charity, as he | 
l 


had ' plainly ſhewn : For baving land be g. 
ſold it ; and brought the money, and laid it 36. ” 
at the Apoſtles Feet-—to be employed for 

the relief and refreſhment of the poor 


brethren : 
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e :—one, who took We in * 
ing good, and communicating comfort to 
others. Wherefore Barnabas was the name 
given him, avbich is by interpretation the 
Son of conſolation : — one, who was free 
from any remaining leaven of Jewiſh par- 
tiality and prejudice. And when he came 
fo Antioch, and ſaw the grace of God, ſaw 
there the power and progreſs of the goſ- 

L in conſequence of God's bleſſing go- 

with it; he wwas glad. He mingled 


that with purpoſe of heart, they would 
cleave unto the Lord. He was @ man full 
of the Hoh Ghoſts, —and the extraordinary 


gifts and powers, with which he was re- 


leniſhed, commanded attention, and gave 


weight -to all that was taught. He was 


Full of Faith. —ſo ſtrongly impreſſed with a 


Perſuaſion of the truth of the Goſpel, 
and having his Heart ſo thoroughly in ſub- 
jection to it; that he was zealous to 


ſpread it, where it was not; and to pre- 


ſerve it, where it was. And by his means, 
| _— Were added unto the Lorg. ver. 24. 


In order to an our ina. to ren 
_ ded. us conſtant in the profeſſion and obe- 
dience of the Goſpel, and to carry us on 
to greater degrees of chriſtian perfection; 
we ſhall do well to think of this coun- 


ſel 


counſel with his joy: exhorting them all, 


174 
ſel in the text, and to put it in practice: 


to take up reſolutions, by God 8 afſiſtance, 
of Cleavi ng to bim. 


„mg ſpoken to the occaſion of theſe 
words, and obſerved to you the general i in- 
tention of them; I ſhall now : 


5 Explain more particularly the exhor- 
$4yon (Tg in them, 


u. Offer ſome motives and arguments 
to inforce it. 5 

in. Suggeſt two or three things for the 
better and more ſucceſsſul direction of our 
religious purpoſes. After which 1 ſhall 
make ſome application of the diſcourſe to 
the circumſtance of our having entered 
upon a new year, and for the benefit of 
that School, which now preſents itſelf to 
your view—a School, founded in charity, 
ſupported by it, and (a4 I Judge) ——_ 
ing of it. 


I. Let us enquire a little into the mean- 
19 of the exhortation contained in the 


text: with purpoſe of heart to cleave unto 
the Lord. Peg Y 
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„ Er pet my 1 1846 © 7 980 nt , 
It conſiſts. of two parts. And it will 

be proper to treat of each diſtinctly. 
1, We are exborted to cleave unto the 
Lord. 11 {is ; ' . 
As if it had been ſaid: What diffi- 

* culties, or diſcouragements, or * ak 


4 ſoever, you may meet with; be ye firm 
te and immovable in the profeſſion of the 


ce goſpel, and perſevere in the practice of 


ce alf the duties of religion, with which 
<* the doctrine of Chriſt makes you per. 
“ fectly acquainted, and which are in like 
* manner moſt ſtrictly commanded,” - 


Such exhortation, as. this of Barnabas, 
was peculiarly fit and neceſſary at the time, 
when it was given: for that was an ape 
of ſharp trials and ſufferings, What dan. 
gers might threaten” the Converts at An- 
tioch, we know not. But it was righ 
that they ſhould be forewatned and pre- 
pared ; that if they were called by God's 
providence, and according to the experi- 
ence of many of their brethren; if they 
were called to honour him, and teſtify 
their ſincerity by patience under perſecu- 
tion, for the cauſe of truth and righteouſ- 
neſs; they might be found equal to that 
Fs conflict, 
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Ve 


1 
conflict, and [by the help of God] might j 
be enabled to triumph in the midſt of ene- il 
mies and dangers. But though perſecution | 1 
be left out of the queſtion, whoever. con- | 
fiders the ſtate of human nature, how li- 
able we are to be miſled, how apt to 
grow .unmindful of God, to be corrupted 
in principle and practice, to become care- 
leſs and indifferent in what concerns re- 
ligion, our ſouls, and another world; and 
whoever: conſiders at the ſame time what 
is the ike of the world about us ; he will 
be ſenſible, that exhortations to conſtancy 
in religion, to a patient continuance in well 
doing; are not unſeaſonable, but are indeed 
very need full. | 


What it | is, that God requires of us; 
what muſt be done, if we would ſerve 
and honour him; if we would pleaſe and 
be accepted of him : in that we are fully 1 
inſtructed by the Goſpel. And when we | 
live in a conſciencious diſcharge of Chriſt- L4 
ian duties, when we act upon Chriſtian 
motives; when we love God with all our ji 
heart, and ſoul, and ftrength ; when we ' » 
fear above all things to offend him, when 11 
we take pleaſure in devout approaches to - = 
him; when we are deeply humbled, and 12 
heartily grieved, under an apprehenſion of g 
having in any inſtance been chargeable 14 

| = with 79 


[10] 


with diſobedience and ingratitude to him; 


when we deſire; and determine ſo to act, 
as knowing ourſelves in his preſence, and 
that hereafter we ſhall appear at his tribu- 
nal; when his word is the rule, and his 
glory the great end of our actions; when 
we chuſe him for our portion, and long for 
the enjoyment of him in heaven, as our 
ſupreme and everlaſting happineſs; and 
when this is not only our pteſent temper 
and behaviour, but we proceed and per- 
ſevere in it: this it is to clave unta the 
Lord. 6 eff 


s.- Another part of the: exhortation is 


with Po RPOSE OF HEAR T—f0 cleave unto 


Coloſ. i. 
23. 


the Lord: that is with a ſerious and fixed 
reſolution : that religion ſhall be our chief 
care and concern that nothing ſhall move 
us from the and obedience of the 


Matt. xvi, Goſpel that we will deny ourſelues, and 


24. 


take up our croſs, and follow Chriſt.— That 
however religion may be neglected and 
deſpiſed in the world, we will not fail to 
manifeſt that regard and reverence of ſen- 
timent, language, and action, which cor- 


reſponds with its certainty, reaſonableneſs, 


and importance. 


The force of reſolution is ſeen in va- 
rious inſtances of liſdm. 
\ | To 


r ͤ . l r ar al a6 a. ant foros 


(n] 


men frequently and chearfully ſubmit in 
the purſuit of riches, of honour, of poiw- 
er, and of fame? But what advantages do 
theſe yield, worthy to be compared with 
the bleſſed fruits and effects of true reli- 
gion? with its preſent peace and pleaſure, 
and with the glories and tranſports of its fu- 
ture hopes and proſpects? And why ſhall we 
not appear as active, as much in earneſt, as 
reſolved, in what pertains to our ſouls, and 
an eternal ſtate; as others are, as perhaps 
we ourſelves are, in what relates to this 
mortal body, this vain and tranſitory world? 
we walk upon the borders of the grave, 
ſſo ſubject are we to diſtempers and dan- 
gers, ſo frail and feeble is our frame.) If 
hitherto we have any of us gone on-in a 


ſinful courſe, or halted, as it were between 1 Kings 
to opinions, have been unſettled and in- xviii. 21, 
conſiſtent ; ſometimes following God, at 

other times idolizing the world, and ſerv- Titus ill. 
ing diverſe luſts and paſſions ; if upon exa- 3, 


mination we diſcover (as the beſt may do) 
many failings and defects: We do now 
O God! take up reſolutions of devoting 


© ourſelves to thee : we will keep our bearts Prov. iv. 
„ with all diligence, we will obey that yd 
« form of ſound doftrins received from 17. 


„ Chrift, and his Apoſiles ; not be aſhamed 


: es ff 


T0 what labours and difficulties: will 
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Mark 
viii. 38. 


[ 12 ] 
e of his name, of his word, and of his 
* perſon in a perverſe and evil generation: 
« we will not knowingly offend thee, and 
« when we are conſcious to ourſelves of 
© having done this, then will we fall 
e down before thee with melting and con- 
« trite hearts, expreſſing our ſhame and 
« ſorrow, intreating for pardon and mer- 
* cy from thee, reſolving to do better, 


and praying for ſpiritual help and ſtrength 


e to carry theſe good - purpoſes. into exe- 


( cation.” 


John 
xvii. I, 


When Barnabas put the Chriſtians at 


Antioch upon the forming of ſuch good 


purpoſes, he diſcovered his wiſdom, his 
knowledge of men and of the world ; as 
well as his piety, and charity. He had 
no intention, nor have his words any pro- 
per tendency, to recommend or counte- 
nance religious and- monaſtic retirement. 
The exhortation in the text, was not de- 
ſigned, in this ſenſe; to fake us out of the 
world; but to preſerve us from the evil, 
whilſt providence ſhall continue us in it. 
Mankind were made for ſociety. They 
are doing their duty, and nothing more : 


and are acting in a manner pleaſing, to 
God, not offenſive ; while they are ho- 


neſtly and diligently purſuing the buſineſs 


of the world, and by increaſe of pro- 


perty 


L 13 
perty in this manner, making a comfor- 
table proviſion for chemſelves, and thoſe 
who depend upon them. Induſtry in this 
caſe is both of private and able utility, 
And he who made the- world, wills and 
approves whatſoever conduces to its gene- 
ral benefit and happineſs. "Tis very true, 
that the world is apt to engage men's 
thoughts and hearts in too great a degree : 


ſo that they love and ſerve the creature Rom. i. 
more than the Creator. And this according 25, 

to the Apoſtles doctrine, is one ſpecies, Coloſ. iii 
and a very dangerous ſpecies of zdolatry, 5. 


As for the pleaſures of the world, reli- 
gion condemns not ſuch as are innocent, 
for their kind or degree. But when thoſe 
are purſued, which are evil in their na- 
ture; or when perſons become fond to a 
degree of exceſs and extravagance of ſuch as 
are innocent; to ſuch a degree, as conſiſts 
not with the preſerving of a ſerious and 


tion to the duties of ſocial and domeſtic 
life; with that oeconemy which is neceſ- 
fary to the intereſt of families, and eſſen- 
tial to national virtue, and proſperity : ſuch 
a courſe is highly criminal. And a a 
fence againſt temptations of the world, 
that ariſe from its counſels and: examples, 
from its frowns or its ſmiles, from its riches 


or 


devout temper of mind, with right atten- 


Pal. lvi. 


L 24 ] 


or its honours, from its power or its plea- 
ſures; and I muſt not omit to add, from 
poverty of circumſtances, which hath par- 
ticular ſnares and dangers concomitant, with 
It : let us follow that excellent advice, 
which 1s given in the text, by one of 
much wiſdom and goodneſs, one full of 
the Holy Ghoſt ; who delivered what was 
ſpoken under the illumination and direction 
of a principle vaſtly ſuperier to all human 
wiſdom, and who ſpoke from a ſpirit of 
ſincere and ardent piety and charity. 


It will not be ſo eaſy for the enemies 
of our ſouls, when we are armed and 
guarded with theſe ſacred and ſolemn re- 
ſolutions, to gain a victory or advantage 
over us. we ſhall be ready thus to rea- 
ſon with ourſelves: *© Shall we, whe 
* have with the utmoſt ſeriouſneſs and 
« ſolemnity, devoted ourſelves to God's 
cc ſeryice ;——ſhall we fly in the face of all 
* our religious declarations and purpoſes ? 
t Shall we forget, that the vows of God 
are upon us? — Treat with indifference 
« and contempt the reaſons of them, tho 
« we cannot deny theſe reaſons? Break 
« through all obligation of duty and gra- 
ec titude ? — Fly from him who is our 
beſt friend; and being provoked will 
be our worſt enemy ?——Relinquiſh 
* our chief good, and act moſt incon- 

« fiſtently 


„ 


9” # 


te ſiſtently with ourſelves, and our 
© eſt intereſt? We abhor, we tremble at 
* the thought of ſuch a conduct. Ra- 
% ther let us die martyrs, O God! Q 
* thou Lamb of God!] to that religion 
te we profeſs; than pour ſuch diſhonour 
* upon it, and draw down the divine 
vengeanee upon us!” 


ho 


Having now explained tbe exhortation, 
I go on in the 6 


; IId. Place to enforce a regard to it by 
ſome motives and arguments. And the 


1/7, Thing I ſhall mention is, the re- 
lation we bear to God as his creatures, 
formed with rational powers; and our ob- 
ligations to his goodneſs, | 


When we were young, our parents pro- 
bably dedicated us to God ; who hath a 
natural and unchangeable right in all. 
But that was an act of theirs, and not 
ours. We ſhould therefore confirm and 
make it aur own, [when capable by reaſon 
of age] by a deliberate, a perſonal, a de- 
termined ſurrender of ourſelves to him, 


as his ſervants and diſciples- of his Son. 


Parental authority hath its foundation in 
nature, and is every where acknowledged, 


great- 


And 


| , 
( 
1 
6. 
| 
4 
4 


[ 16 * 
And while this is admitted, mall our ob- 
ligations to God, the father of us all, he 


denied? God hath created us, and that 
gives bim a right and claim to our beft 


ſervices: no other authority is comparable 
to this. And ſhall we not 1 to re- 
verence him; to love him, and to live to 
him who raiſed our bodies from the 
duſt of the earth, who breathed into them 
the breath of life, and actuated them with 


intelligent and immortal fouls? Parents 


2 and with all the juſtice imagina- 


faith the Lord of Hes? 


 honour--and - obedience from their 
children. And ſhall not this be paid to 


1 tha arent of the univerſe? A ſon honour- 


eth bis father, and a' ſervant. bis "maſter : 
I ther be @ father where is mine honour * 
and 1f J be à maſter, N e 


S- 


0 mn the providence of God re conti- 
pually! depend: He ig iH lie, and the 
length of thy: Naur And is not life un- 
der a wrong dixection, when not regulated 
by his laws, and devoted to his fear? 
What is it, that upholds and protects us? 
No prudence or power of our own, but 
a kind and guardian-prouidence. Hav 
many have we known, whoſe bodies are 
nom mouldering in the duſt ? How ma- 
* nad afflicted with 8 

Other 


wann — pO , Tong OORUA oF gy” TEE _ OW Ho P * 


* 


„ 
other calamities? Here oe are, monu- 
ments of divine mercy, Methinks this 
ſhould awaken our beſt diſpoſitions, af- 


fections, and reſolutions. How many 


bleflings have we for which to be thank- 
ful? Every comfort and enjoyment of 
life, is an inſtance and effect of God's 
bounty and goodneſs, though from falſe 
and low conceptions, perſons are too apt 
to reſolve all into ſecond and inſtrumental 
cauſes ; which, independently of the firſt 
cauſe, are nothing. The health you en- 
| Joy, or have enjoyed, the uſe of your rea- 

on, the ſupply of your Wants, your ſuc- 
ceſs in the world, the happineſs of being 
born in a proteſtant country; where plen- 
ty reigns, where the conſtitution of the go- 
vernment infringes not upon the freedom 
of the people, and where the adminiſtra- 


tion of government is the real ſupport and 


ſecurity of their rights and liberties—all 
theſe bleflings we owe to God's great and 
unmerited goodneſs, And how baſe and 
inexcuſable, undeſerving of the privileges, 
of ſociety, ' are they; who will not ac- 
knowledge and adore that God, who is 


the fountain of all being and happineſs z _ 


whoſe kindneſs flows without intermiſſion, 
in ſo liberal as well as conſtant a manner? 


Verbal praiſe is right, and not to be ne- 
glected. However, fbat is nothing but 


words and ſound, hollow and unaccepta- 
C ble, 


— 


2 
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[ 238 J 
ble, if not accompanied with a heart and 
life devoted to God. 


E Spiritual bleſſings are another, and a loud 


Rom. vi. call to yield ourſelves to God, as thoſe who 


are alive from the dead. The grand de- 
ſign of the Goſpel was to make us holy, 
and to make us forever happy. For this 
was Chriſt born, for this he lived, for 
this he taught, and for this he died. What ! 
does not the thought of ſuch wonderful 
| condeſcenfion and compaſſion operate up- 
on our minds? Can no fayours of provi- 
dence, no diſplays of infinite wiſdom and 
grace, affect our hearts, and engage us to 
God's ſervice? God hath redeemed us by 
the humiliation and paſſion of his dear Son. 
And hence ariſes (if I may be allowed the 
expreſſion) a new right of claim: ye are 
not your 01, faith St. Paul, ye are bought 
with a price. Therefore glorify Gad in your 
bodies, and in your ſpirits, which-are his. 


2. God requires nothing of us, but 
what is moſt fit and reaſonable. 


Me are taught to look upon the love of 
God, as the firſt and great commangment — 
and the love of our neighbour, as . the nexr. 
And theſe are comprehenſive of all piety, 
and ſocial virtue. The goſpel inſiſts _ 
[0 INES" op | : Wile 


Cw” 


ENF 
wiſe upon temperance and ſobriety, And 
is it not very well known, what hurt men 


do themſelves and others, by a contrary ,j._, v 
conduct! To do juſtly, and love mercy, tog. y 


walk humbly with God; are the ſum and 
ſubſtance of all practical religion. And 
what room is there to object to theſe ? 
The obligation of them may, in part, be 
known from natural conſcience, which is 
the oracle of God within us. But theſe 
are taught us by the Chriſtian religion, 
with greater degrees of perfection —— a 
ſcheme of religion, adapted by the plain- 
neſs, and fulneſs of its precepts, and by 
the awakening importance of its motives, 
to ſpread abroad the knowledge and prac- 
tice of virtue and piety; to make men 
wiſe, and good, and happy. Thy ſer- 


« vice, O Lord! is my duty; and I am 


« convinced, my honour and my intereſt : 
e not inconſiſtent with liberty, but the 
te beſt direction, and nobleſt refinement 


© of it. Mine J am, and thee will TAS 
© ſerve: To Chriſt, and his goſpel, will**""* 253 


« we have continual recourſe : We will 
* -hearken to the voice of God ſpeaking 
ec by him—we will copy after that exam- 
de ple, which he hath ſet before us, and 
© ever make the promiſes and threatnings 
c of his word familiar to us; that theſe 


+ % may. 
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f 20 ] 
* may not fall ſhort of their Nr and 
« intended influence.” 


3. Let us meditate ſometimes on ſerip- 
ture-· examples, and examples of good men 
whom we have known, or heard, or read 
of, remarkable for their piety, their pa- 
tience, and their conſtancy. 


| What hath been done, may be done again. 
The hopes and fears of this world have 


been ſo far conquered, as to give place to 


Heb. xii, 
1. 


hed unto blood, flriving againſt fin. 


conſcience and duty; when they interfered, 
It ſhould be ſo always. By God's grace 
reſolve, that ſo it all be in our caſe : We 
are compaſſed about with a cloud of wit- 
niſſe We have Prophets and Apoſtles, 
Saints and Martyrs ; from whom we may 
learn, and ought: 70 lay afide every weight, 
and the ſin that doth moſt eafily beſet us; 3 
and t run with patience the race, that is 


ſet before us. To this our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt calls us by what he hath done and 
ſuffered, as well as by what he hath taught: 

who fer the joy, that was ſet before him, 
endured the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame. Con- 
ſider Chriſtians! his great High-Prieſt of 
our. profeſſion. Conſider them who in 
large numbers, with intrepid conſtancy, 
and a viſible pleaſure and tranquility, re- 


Who 


K 1 


Who counted nothing dear, not their lives, Acts xx. 
that ſo they might win Cbriſt.— And we *+ 


in like manner, if we conſider, as we 
ſhould, the nature of the Chriſtian fal- 
vation; if we were in good carneſt con- 
vinced and perſwaded of its value; its 


greatneſs and excellency : we ſhould count Phil. iii, 
all things but dung and dreſs, in compa- 8. 


riſon of it; and reckon the ſufferings of NRO 
this preſent time, not worthy to be compare 

ed with the glory, that ſhall be revealed in 
us :—unawed by dangers, diſheartened by 
no difficulties; uncorrupted by wicked 
paſſion, perſwaſion, and examples. Lord 
« Jeſus! we look to thee. Draw us, 


©*« and we will run after thee. From the 


te contemplation of that Pattern, which 
© thou haſt ſet before us; may we de- 
tt rive increaſing ſtrength and comfort 
% And thus may we triumph in a com- 
« pleat victory over thine enemies, and 
* our own!” 


i 


4. Another argument. to purpoſes of 
conſtancy in the profeſſion, and obedience 
of the goſpel, may be drawn from its 
evidence and excellency. 


All Schemes of human Philoſophy were 
cold and comfortleſs, inperfect and inef- 
fectual, when compared with the Chriſ- 
| tian 
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tian religion. How much inferior was 
the law of Moſes, though a law of divine 
original? How glorious are the privileges 
and the hopes of the Goſpel? How re- 
fined and perfect its laws? How power- 
ful its motives? And as to the proofs of 
it—theſe are ſo plain and fatisfying, that 
| Its authority cannot be called in queſtion, 
but upon ſuch principles - as ſeem to be 
quite inconſiſtent with all notions of a 
written and traditionary revelation. Think 
of the Miracles of his life, of his reſur- 
rection from the dead, of his viſible aſ- 
cent to heaven, of the effuſion of the Holy 
Ghoſt, of the progreſs and perpetuity of 
his religion in the world, againſt all the 
prejudice and malice, the art and addreſs, 
the power and philoſophy, that were com- 
bined againſt it: and this according to 
what our Lord had | himſelf predicted. 
Once more: think of the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem, in all its particulars, exactly 
anſwerable to what had been foretold and 
threatened many years before. With all 
this take the evidence of ancient prophecy 
—a long ſeries of prophecies fulfilled. 
And after this, who can reaſonably diſ- 
believe, or doubt of the truth of Chriſti- 
anity? But I am ſpeaking to ſuch, as do 
publickly profeſs to believe upon theſe 
grounds of evidence. And let the con- 
code | tinuance 


230 
tinuance of the ſame evidence and au- 
thority have this effect; to fablih, to 1 Pet. 
ſtrengthen, and ſettle you; in the profeſ-": 0. 
fion of the goſpel, and in the regular, 


chearful performance of every part of your 
Chriſtian duty. 


5. Let us often, and calmly, revolve 
in our minds the promiſes, and advanta- 
ges which appertain to perſeverance in 
faith, virtue, and piety ; and on the other 
hand, thoſe awful threatnings, which be- 
long to a contrary temper and conduct: 
that theſe may reſtrain and ballance the 
power of evil affections, and the temp- 
tations of an evil world. 


+ There are many preſent advantages, that 


do commonly attend a religious life. So- 
briety is conducive to. health, prevents 
ry diſorders, together with immature 
and untimely death, which many bring 
upon themſelves, , by their intemperate, 


extravagant, and wicked courſes. Reli- 
gion requires honeſty and diligence in the 


management and tranſactions of buſineſs. 
And where theſe qualities are found, and 
maintained; I believe, it will not be de- 
nied, but that they are uſually much more 


ſubſervient to a man's worldly ſucceſs and 
proſperity, than a different practice. Vir- 
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Prov. iii, 
16. 


Rom. ii. 
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tue and goodneſs, kindneſß and charity; 
create friends, and conciliate reſpect and 
eſteem. ' When Solomon therefore (who 
was well qualified to judge) is ſpeaking of 


wiſdom, (which is the title he gives to re- 


' ligion) he ſaith: Length of days is in ber 
right hand, and in ber left hand riches and 
honour, When- God, who knows and al- 
ways does What is beſt, ſees fit to afflict 
us with bodily diſorders,” with diſappoint- 
ments in the world, with loſs of property 
of relations and friends; or any other kind 
and degree of trouble: Religion will mi- 
niſter to us ſupport and comfort. It will 
ſtand by us, and refreſh our Minds, when 
all other comforts fail; when nothing elſe 
can help and befriend us; that is at the 


hour of death. 80 that godleneſs it profi- 


table unto all things, having the promiſe iſe of 
hy li — that no. ts, any 7 _ NE" is 


bs 8 . 3 1 all 
good men ſhall be happy; and where the 
wicked ſhall be inconceiveably miſerable. 
We believe a day of judgment to come, in 
the which ſhall: be diſpenſed after a pub- 
lic. manner, with unutterable majeſty and 
ſolemnity, with impartial and invariable 
rectitude and equity, [according to the deeds 
done in tbe n the rewards and puniſh- 

ments 


48] 
ments, of which I am ſpeaking. For 
though the joys or the ſorrows, the tranſ- 
ports or the terrours, of a ſoul commence, 
when it is ſeperated from the body ; they 
are not conſummated, till the trumpet ſhall 
have ſounded, and the dead ſhall be raiſ- 
ed, and all ſhall have received their final 
ſentence from him, who is the judge both 
of quick and dead, I might here pro- 
duce a great variety of texts of Scripture, 
that aſſert the truth and deſcribe the awe+ 


ful proceedings of that day; which are 


ſo many arguments to ſhew the wiſdom 
and neceſſity of adhering to God's ſer- 
vice : ſo that he who will not be perſwad- 
ed to a life of religion, muſt think him- 
ſelf to act a moſt inconſiſtent, raſh, ha- 


zardous, mad part; unleſs he has brought 


himſelf really to believe (which is not 
eaſily done) that death puts an end to 
his exiſtence, as well as the ſcene of his 
pleaſures and enjoyments ; that though ſo 
much diſtinguiſhed from brute creatures, 
by the faculties of his nature, and raiſed ſo 
far above them; he is in nothing diſtinguiſh 


ed at death, but periſhes forever, as they 


do; that all notions of an hereafter, of an 
heaven and an hell, are meer dreams and 


viſions, fictions and fables. Knowing the 5 8 v. 


terrour of the Lord, we perſfwade men— 
perſwade them, to what? not to deſtroy 
Ft: _ them- 
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[ 26 } 
| themſelyes, to take care. of their ſouls, 
to prepare for another world, to provide 


Eccleſ. for eternity, to live in the fear of God, 
xil. 13 and to Reep bis commandments ; who will 
Nom. ii, bring every work into judgment—who will 
7» 8, 9. render to them that by patient continuance 


in well doing ſeek for glory, honour, and im- 
mortality ; eternal life : but unto them that 
are contentious, and do not obey the truth, 
but obey unrighteouſneſs : 3 indignation and 
wrath, tribulation and anguiſh upon every 
_ foul of man that doth evil. — How far the 
future judgment may be removed from us, 
as to time, we know not. But to a wiſe 
man the certainty of it will be a reaſon 
and motive fo to live under its power, 
as if (for ought we could tell) it were near 
at hand. Death is never far off, And 
the grave admits no counſel, or working. 
The ſtate of ſouls after death is immuta- 
ble. Let us wiſely and ſeriouſly confider 


our latter end, and reſolve ſo to order 


our lives, and govern our tempers, as if 
theſe things, which are now the objects of 
our faith, were already, (what they will 
be) the objects of our ſenſes. 


I am now, as I propoſed in the 


IId. Place, to ſuggeſt two or three 
things for the better direction and ſucceſs 
of our good reſolutions, 


Let 
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Let theſe be formed without reſerve of 
any thing, which we know to be evil; 


or exception to any part of our duty: 


Whoſoever ſhall keep the whole law, and yet 


offend in one point; he is guilty of all: 
1. e. if he be a wilful-and hardned offend- 
er; becauſe he thereby denies and affronts 
the authority of the lawgiver, in like man- 
ner as if he were to offend in many other 
inſtances. 


In what we are ſenſible we have done 


amiſs, let us immediately reſolve to do ſo. 
no more, Why will a finner preſume 


to put off his repentance? Life is ſo un- 
certain, that no prudent man, would ven- 
ture any thing conſiderable (it it might 
be avoided) upon the continuance of it. 
And wilt thou venture thy foul, which 
once. loſt is loſt beyond all recovery ? 


As long as we live, we ſhall not be free 


from trouble, or out of the reach of temp- 


tation. Nor is it poſſible to go on in a 
courſe of religion, without ſelf-denial, and 
encountring ſome difficulties. This we 


ſhould conſider, when we enter upon fe- 


rious purpoſes of a holy life; that thus 
counting the coſt, having previous appre- 
henſions of what we may meet with; 
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we may be prepared ; and not deterred, or 


diſheartened, when we find that dangers 
and difficulties lie in our way. 


One method of giving ſtability and effica- 
cy to all good purpoſes, is, by renewing them 
upon all proper occafions. Attendance at 


the Lord's table is every Chriſtian's duty. 


And when we are approaching to Zbat it 
will be of great uſe, and a moſt fit ſea- 
ſon, to do what I am here recommend- 


ing. What we there behold, what we 


commemorate, and what is done hath a 
tendency to give ſtrength and vigor to theſe 
ſacred reſolutions. If we are ever ſerious, 
it muſt be at ſuch a time, And When 
we are moſt ſerious, that time is of all 
others the ner. 


_ Laſtly, let not e in ebe 


omitted. By prayer, as the channel, we 


are to receive ſuch ſupplies, as our ſpiri- 
tual wants require, from the great Ocigi- 
nal of all goodneſs and happineſs. And 
what the benefit is of circumſpection and 


xxvi. 41. Watchfulneſs, no one can be ignorant: 


Rom. xi. 


20. 


watch and pray, ſaid our Lord to his diſ- 


ciples, that Je enter not into temptation. 


From what we 3 heard, we ſhould 
learn; even the beſt Chriflians may learn : 
Not to be bigh minded, but fear. None 


arc 


9 
are out of danger; and leaſt ſo, when 
they are leaſt apprehenſive and cautious. 
When Barnabas ſaw, what was the tem- 
per and behaviour of thoſe at Antioch, be 
was glad, But yet he thought it expedi- 
ent to warn them againſt declenfion : 


Wherefore let him, that thinketh he ſtand- 1 Cor, x- 
erb, take heed leaſt he fall, 8 


You, that are young, take this coun- 


ſel: to dedicate yourſelves to God in _ 


your early age, You are God's creatures 
and muſt be very miſerable creatures, if 
ou ſerve him not, and have no intereſt 
n his favour, Being arrived to an age, 


that renders you capable of the knowledge 


of your duty, be perſwaded to enter forth- 
with upon the practice of it; before bad 
_ diſpoſitions and habits have created an 


averſion, or indifference to it: Remember Ecclef. 
your Creator in the days of your youth.---Re- xii. 1. 


member, that the eye of God is upon you. 
And will you dare to provoke him, who 


is able in a moment to deſtroy you? Will 


you live unmindful of him, who hath 
made you, and continually watches over 
you? Dont you judge it right, that you 


ſhould honour and obey your earthly pa- 


rents! Is it leſs fit and neceſſary, that you 


ſhould reverence, and ſerve, and love with all 


your hearts, your F ather which is in hea- 


ven? 
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e 
ven? Early piety carries with it a peculiar 
grace and 2 and is moſt £3 
ble in the fight of God; who obſerves, 
and will remember the kindneſs of your 
youth, Can you begin to do well too 
ſoon ? Is it too early; to think of making 


God your friend? This is the only way 


Rom, y. 
8. 


to ſolid, and laſting peace and comfort. 

This will gladden the hearts of your pious 

relations and friends; and you. will then 

12 * to rejoice in bope of the glory of 
od. | 


4 But why, may ſome of you ſay, is this 
addreſs ſo particularly made to us? As we 
are young, we have time enough bats 


us. And we will apply ourſelves in go 


earneſt to religion, when we are leſs capa- 
ble of the bulineſs, or have leſs reliſh of 


the pleaſures of the world; But. conſider ; 


Ecctef. 


Ki. 10. 


though you are young, are you not mor- 
tal? Childhood and youth are vanity—vain 
in this reſpect, that you are liable to death; 
as well as others of more advanced years. 
Dont render that age vain too in 3 
reſpect, by making it a ſeaſon of ſin an 


pleaſure. How many hath the laſt yeat 


carried off, as young and likely to conti- 
nue as yourſelves? This year may be the 
laſt to many of you. Enter upon it with 
thoſs religious purpoſes of heart, which 

4 : you 


[ 32 ] 
you would be ready to do; if you were 
certain this would be your caſe. Buſineſs 
and amuſement, that deſtroy not, nor 
weaken, the ſeriouſneſs, the piety, the 
ſobriety of your minds and manners, are 
not forbiden. When you grow old (if 
you ſhould live to do ſo) or when you 2M 
come to die, whether young or old; will + 
you not wiſh ; that you had minded, and } 
rightly improved ſuch counſel, as is now 1 
Feen you? And there is this further rea- 
on of a ſpecial application to you, be- 
cauſe upon the temper of the riſing gene- 
ration the cauſe and intereſt of religion | 
in the world do very much depend. | 


Such as have reached to maturity of age, 7 
or to old age, cannot (one would think) 1 
need to be told; how inexcuſable they are, | 
and | how: dangerous their ſtate : if they | 
have not hitherto formed to themſelves =. 

durpoſes of a virtuous and godly life, or | 

—— not kept to them; or have acted in ! 

a fluctuating, uncertain, inconſiſtent man- | 

ner; ſometimes ready to cry out; what Acts xvi. 
ſhall we do to be ſaved? and at other times 3” 

quite thoughtleſs and unconcerned. Shall 

ſuch preſume to go on? I have no war- 

rant to ſay to any one of you in particu- 

lar; This year thou ſhalt, die—But this year Jer, 
| you may die. And under a lively. appre- xxviii. 16, 

i henſion 


* 
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henſion of it reſolve now, that you will 
go no longer on in a courſe of fin and 
folly; but that you will ſerve God, and 
live in a faithful diſcharge of your duty. 


Some, no doubt, are gone into another 
world, who were preſent here the laſt 
year upon this occaſion of charity. When 
they came to die, I am ſatisfied, it was 
no uneaſineſs to them, to look back upon 
what they had kindly contributed toward 
the maintenance of that School, which 
according to annual cuſtom, here offers it- 
ſelf to your view and your charity, God 
be thanked! that we are ſpared. And 
ſpared for what end? that we may bring 
forth the fraits of piety, of righteouſneſs, 
and charity. With gratitude, let us acknow- 
ledge the mercies of the year, that is gone. 
We have publick and national, as well as 
private mercies, for which to be thankful, 
We have healthful and plentiful ſeaſons, 
when for our fins we might juſtly fear 
Gods judgments, ſuch as peſtilence and 
famine, He hath delivered us from the 
ſcourge of war, [for ſo upon many ac- 
counts may war be repreſented, when 
juſtifiable and neceſſary in its cauſes; and 
when attended with conſiderable ſucceſſes. ] 
And for all God's mercies, whether pub- 
lic or private, it becomes us to expreſs our 
ear gratitude 
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gratitude and praiſe. When we teflect on our 
ſpiritual as well as our temporal bleſſings; 


when we commemorate the love of God 


in ſending his Son into the world, to en- 


lighten, and ſanctify, and ſave us; when by 
faith we behold the Son of God cloathed 


with a mortal body: in all points tempted Heb. iv. 
like as we are, but without fin—inſtrufting '5* 


the ignorant, leading ſinners to repentance, 
opening the eyes of the blind, healing 
the ſick, feeding the poor, cauſing the 


lame to walk, the deaf to hear, the dumb 


to ſpeak, and caſting out demons, from 
thoſe who were poſſeſſed; when we be- 


hold him ſuffering all manner of indig- 


nity and cruelty, bleeding and expiring 
upon a croſs—and from a deſign and de- 
fire of our falvation and happineſs ; how 
does it warm our hearts with affection, 
and fill our mouths with praiſe? And by 
the exerciſe of benevolence and compaſ- 
ſion, not by verbal praiſe alone; are we to 
ſhew forth our grateful ſenſe of our ob- 
ligations to God, and our Saviour, 


What actions can be more acceptable 
to the father of mercies, and to our com- 
ſſionate Redeemer; than actions of kind- 


neſs and friendſhip to our fellow - creatures? 


Nature itſelf points out to us the fitneſs, 
the amiableneſs, the excellency of a bene- 
190 volent 
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volent diſpoſition. St. Paul recommends 
to the Corintbians, the charitable conduct 
of the Macedonian Converts: Who firſt 
gave themſelves unto the Lord——and then 
gave with a liberal hand to the relief of 
their poor brethren, To repreſent any 
one as devoted to God, 'who hath no will 
to do good, and no delight in it, is a con- 


tradiction. We cannot be the children 


of God without an imitation of him, ac- 
cording to our ability and opportunity, in 
the extenſive and unchangeable goodneſs of 
his nature. Charity is eſſential to all true 
religion. By that I mean not merely 
giving to another, but giving from a prin- 
ciple of love to God, and unfeigned good- 
will towards men; which though it makes 
no difference as to the Receiver, makes a 
very material difference as to the Giver, 
ſince what comes not from theſe princi- 
ples, partakes not of the true nature of 
charity. The Chriſtians, for whom St. 
Paul was ſo earneſt and eloquent an Ad- 
vocate to the Corinthians, were at a diſ- 
tance of place and country from them. 
They, for whom I am defired, and am 
defirous, to excite your kind and continu. 
ed regard, are here before you. What 
we alk for them is: that they may re- 
ceive from your contribution and charity 
[and that under the direction * very pro- 


Per 


„ 
per Managers, who are content to give 
their trouble and their money to promote 
the welfare and intereſt of the School] I 
fay, that from your piety and charity they 
may receive neceſſary and uſeful inſtruc- 
tion — inſtruction in the knowledge of God 
and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and of thoſe 
things, that may render them more uſe- 
ful to Society in thoſe ſervices, for which 
they are deſigned; and above which they 
are not raiſed—ſuch inſtructions as may 
by God's bleſſing ſow in their hearts the 
ſeeds of religion and virtue, and fo render 
them comfortable in this world, and hap- 
py in the next. But the account of this 
School having (as is uſual) been commu- 
nicated to me in writing, I beg leave to 
read it; and then to make a remark or 
two upon. it. Thus, if any here preſent 
are not acquainted with it, they may be 
fully informed ; and you will all (I truſt 
in God) be ready to diſtribute to the ne- 
ceſſity, and the benefit, of theſe poor chil- 
dren, Believe me (for I ſpeak under the 
ſanction of holy Scripture) that as far as 
what is given flows from the fountain of 


= 


chriſtian and genuine charity; you ſhall Matt. x 


in no wiſe loſe your reward. What is ex- 2 


pended in the pomp, the glitter, the plea- 
ſures, and the luxuries of the world, to 
pleaſe the eye, or regale the taſte; what 
ro = 2 is 
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is layiſhed away in the prodigality and 
profuſion of vice and debauchery; is loſt 
forever: It affords no pleaſure upon re- 
flection; and ſometimes awakens the ſtings 
of conſcience : as vice always doth, . when 
men will think ſoberly and ſeriouſly of it. 
But what is given to the poor—deſigned 
to form the Children of ſuch to the know- 
ledge of religion, to ſobriety of ſentiments, 
diſpoſitions, and manners; to make them 
acquainted with a few things, which may 
be of uſe to them, and of uſe to others 
in thoſe lower ſervices, for which they 
are intended that a man may always 
review with pleaſure. Theſe, theſe chil- 
dren, cannot recompence you; but you ſhall 
Luke xiv, e recompenſed at the. reſurrection of the 
14. ſuſt. And now I ſhall hope for your fa- 
vourable attention, while J repeat a fair, 
and full account of | 


The STartz of the CHARITv- 
School, in Gravel-lane South- 
wark, this ſecond of Januar). 
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Ws HE foundation of this School, 
id was in the year 1687. in the 


+ reign of ny * the ſecond; when 


1 


ec 
ne 


2 
a School was ſet up by one Paullon, 


a Jeſuit; and public notice given, that 


* he would inſtruct the Children of the 
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Poor gratis; Upon which Mr. Artbur 
Shallet, Mr. Samuel Warburton, and 
Mr. Ferdinando Holland, (all members 
of this Church, in the Reverend Mr. 
Nathaniel Vincent's time) laid the Foun- 
dation of this School, to avoid the 
dangerous conſequences of a Popiſh 
School, and to provide for the inſtruc- 
tion of the poor in the Proteſtant way: 


The number of Scholars at firſt was 
forty, afterwards increaſed to fifty, and 


now to one hundred and fifty. 


They are here taught to Read, Write, 
and Cypher, and are alſo inſtructed in 


the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, and thereby 


qualified for the ſervice of God and 
Man. It may be ſaid to be the firſt 
School the Proteſtant Diſſenters were 
concerned in. Here objects are receiv- 
ed without diſtinction of Parties, the 
general good being intended. It is 
ſituated in one of the pooreſt parts a- 


bout the City; and the Children of 


the pooreſt ſort of Watermen, Fiſher- 
men, and others, are here taught with- 
out any expence to their parents, and 

cc are 
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are furniſhed with Bibles, Teſtaments, 
Writing and Cyphering Books. 


* 


0 
4 


. ” = 


we Charges have been defrayed by 


© the Gifts and Subſcriptions of private 


« Perſons, with an Annual Collection in 


La) 


this Place, on this day, and one in the 
« City, together with the kind remem- 
ic brance of the ſaid School by ſome in 
* + their laſt Wills,” 


This is the account. And is it not 


ſuch a one, as ought to recommend it? 


We remember and mention with ho- 
nour, the names of thoſe good and wor- 
thy men, who projected this School, and 
by whoſe piety, zeal, public ſpirit, and 
prudent application, it was effected. Such 
a School will be a benefit to the public 
at all times; and I pray God ſo to work 
upon the minds of all, to whom I am 
ſpeaking ; and of thoſe, who ſhall deſcend 
fromyou: as that you may be diſpoſed now 
and at all times, to give your aſſiſtance, 
and in proportion as God hath bleſſed you, 
to ſo good a work; and that the School 
may. not want friends (when you are dead 
and gone) in thoſe, who ſhall ſacceed 


you: that as it was begun in charity, 
hath 


_ — E „ 
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hath been upheld by it, for ſo many 
years, and hath increaſed and flouriſhed: 
ſo from hence may be drawn conti- 


nual ſupplies for its ſubſiſtence and en- 
couragement. 


The Jeſuit was cunning, and knew 
what a harveſt he was like to have; if 
from the conſideration of their poverty, 
and the temptation of having their chil- 
dren taught at no charge, Proteſtant Pa- 
rents might be induced to. commit their 
children to him for education : While 


others flepr, this infidious enemy, hoped Matt. 
to ſow his fares. But there were good *I 25. 


Proteſtants, whoſe zeal and charity were 
awake. And by exerting themſelves in 
a laudable manner upon this occaſion, they 
laid the foundation of this School; and 
defeated the Jeſuitical deſign of corrupting 
the minds of poor children with the falſe 
and dangerous principles of Popery, un- 
der the guiſe, and plauſible appearance of 
charity. '| 


It hath pleaſed God to preſerve the 
School; which owed its riſe to ſo good a 
principle, to this day; and likewiſe (as 
property hath encreaſed) to proſper it 
greatly. At firſt it conſiſted of no more 
than forty, But now, you hear, it is 


riſen 
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riſen to an hundred and fifty. This School, 
as you will obſerve, and as many of you 
know, is ſituated in a part of the Town, 
where the families of the Poor are nu- 
merous : ſo that many children would pro- 
bably go without any care taken of their 
inſtruction, if this care and proviſion, 
(of which I am ſpeaking) were at an end: 
they would grow. up in ignorance of 
[what it is a ſhame, that any ſhould be 
ignorant in a Chriſtian and à Proteſtant 
country] the principles of religion, of 
the Holy Scriptures, which contain the 
rule of our faith and practice: that rule, 
by which we ſhall be tried, when Chriſt 
appears to judge the world. 


I know, it is ſometimes matter of com- 
plaint and objection againſt ſuch Schools, 
that what is taught ſets children (in their 
own fancies and conceits atleaſt) above what 
they are intended for, and by that means 
rather do harm than good. Tis true, 
they are taught in This. to write a plain 
hand, and ſomewhat of the art of Cy- 
phering. But this is not carried to any 
ſuch degree, as is like to render them vain, 
and above the proper and reaſonable duty 
of their places and ſervices; it is carried 
no farther than it is calculated and is 
5 | likely 
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likely to increaſe the value and advantage 
of their ſervices to the Public. 


As you hear, you children! whom I 
am endeavouring to befriend, what is ſaid 
by ſome againſt Charity-Schools; I take 
this opportunity to recommend to you a 
good, and modeſt, and tractable behaviour, 
while you continue at School, and when 
you go from it; that you may do ſome 
credit to the place, where you have been 
taught by the charity and bounty of others, 
And ſuch behaviour will ſoon put ſuch 
objections to filence. Nevertheleſs T think 
it fit to remark alſo, in anſwer to ſach 
pretences and prejudices as theſe; that if 
the inſtruction of poor children were a 
much more common thing, it would pre- 
vent for the moſt part any - conceit 
or inſolence upon account of it. Tis 
the infrequency, that is the temptation to 
vanity. And conſequently this objection, 
which many have entertained, ſhould ra- 
ther incline us to promote, as much as 
may be, Charity-Schools under good re- 
gulation and management, than to diſcou- 
rage them, 


The parents, and friends of the poor 
children before you, are deſirous they 


ſhould be taught in ſuch manner, as to 
F be 
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be better qualified to ſerve both God and 
men: a very reaſonable and commendable 
diſpoſition and defire, The charge of 
this would, in their ; {trait circumſtances, 
be too heavy for them to bear. And muſt 
we not think it unkind and unchriſtian; 
if they, who are able, ſhould refuſe [ac- 
cording to their ability] to miniſter ſome 
aſſiſtance by their liberality and munifi- 
cence? I am perſwaded better things of you. 
I take for granted, that you are come hi- 
ther, with more generous inclinations and 
deſigns. And 1 ſhall rejoice, if by any 
thing which you have now heard, the 
charity of your hearts is enlarged ; fo 
that you determine to give [according to 
your capacity] with no ſparing hand this 
day. Tis a real charity, for which I am 
pleading. And that to a diſciple of 
Chriſt is argument ſufficient—a charity, 
nct at all reſtrained or directed by the lit- 
tle low ſpirit of a Party. Children are 
admitted without any. diſtinction of Church 
or Diflenters ; and are only obliged (as 
far as parents and friends can be perſwad- 
ccd take care of it) to attend the pub- 
lic worſhip in ſeme place, without being 
confined to any, at he roger ſeaſons for 1 it. 


Suppoſe, chat ek. and other ſuch like 


Xin childrens: were left without any inſtrug- . 


w 4 CY j tion; 
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tion; wete not accuſtomed to the orderly, 
and uſeful diſcipline of a School; and no 
care were taken of their educition—what 
might be expected to follow? Why, that 
as they grew up in ignorance, aud with- 
out reſtraint, they would grow up in vice 
- too, and be both a diſgrace and detriment 
to Society, As for the ſucceſs of educa- 
tion in this, or any other inſtance, tis im- 

ſible to anſwer for it. And therefore 
It is not kind and candid, nor indeed 
juſt, to run down Charity-Schools in the 
groſs ; becauſe among thoſe, who are bred 
or taught there; ſome, nay many, be- 
have ill afterward, 


I might urge much more, than I have 
done, to engage your contributions at this 
time, to this well intended, and well 
conducted School. But I hope. it is need- 
leſs. And beſides that, I have in _=_ of 
time already preſumed too much upon 
your patience, But my heart was indit- 
ing a good matter, —and being warmed 


with my ſubject, my pen become in ſome Pſal. xlr, 


degree, as that of a ready writer. 


I am no judge what any particular 
perſon ought to give, becauſe that is to 
be directed and determined by his cir- 
cumſtances. We muſt leave that to God, 

5 and 


iii. 


| - Luke Xii. 
20. 


Eccleſ. 
12. 
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and every man's conſcience. Only remem- 
ber: that God loveth the * hear ful giver. 


And he, who gives chearfully, will, as 


we have reaſon to think, give alſo gene- 
rouſly. What comes grudgingly, comes 


with no grace or beauty: it is rather ex- 


torted, than given; rather a matter of 
covetouſneſs, than of bounty. Dont defer 
to another year, what ought to be done 


now, Dont a#, ſaid a great Emperor 


« and Philoſopher, as if you bad a thou- 


* ſand years to come. Death is at hand. 
« Be good, while it is in your power *.” 


To the rich Man, who was pleaſing him- 


ſelf with refle&tions on his-great plenty, 
his ſtore beyond what he had room to 
receive, and the proſpect of enjoying him- 
ſelf and his eaſe; to him it was ſaid : Thou 
fool! this night 2 foul ſhall be reguired of 
thee ; then 4 ſhall all theſe things be? 
Wale know, ſais Solomon, that there is 
no good in them, but for à man to rejoice, 
and 70 do good in bis life. Which exact- 
ly agrees 8 is faid by one of the 


Phbiloſophers: The wſe of money, is no- 
 & thing elſe but to give, i. e. for the be- 


* note of others; or expend, i. e. for 
«© our on comfort and convenience 1. 


* Marc. Anton, 417. + Andron, Rhod. 
L. 4. C 1. 2510: 
Tho' 
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Tho' beneficence to others do for the pre- 
ſent take from ourſelves; yet when un- 
der proper direction, ſo as to be an in- 
ſtance of genuine charity on the one 
hand, and not of extravagant folly on the 
other; it is the beſt oeconomy: for it 
brings God's bleſſing on our perſons and 
affairs. And hence, it may be, ſucceſs 
ariſes much oftener, than we are aware. 


T beſeech you by the mercies of God, 
in the bowwels of our Lord Feſus Chriſt 
by the doctrine of the goſpel, which 
is a doctrine of love and charity—by the 
example of Chriſt—by the belief of a 
day of univerſal, and awful, of impar- 
tial, and everlaſting retribution ; when 
particular enquiry ſhall be made what 
good we have done; and when be ſhall James 
have judgment without mercy, who hath li. 13. 
ewed no mercy by the conſideration 
of the little time we have to live in the 
world, and the wiſdom of improving it 
aright; by all theſe I beſeech you, that 1 Tim. 
ye do good; that ye be rich in good works, vi. 18, 19. 
ready to deſtribute, willing to communi- 
cate : laying up in ſtore for yourſelves a 
good foundation againſt the time to come, 
that ye may lay hold on eternal hfe—Tho' 
I am far from thinking works of charity 
| | to 


T0). 
to be meritorious, as is taught by the 
Church of Rome; and am ſenſible how 
many iĩmperfections attend our beſt works; 
Heb, xiii, yet this I may ſay: That with ſuch 2 
6. crifites, offered by a ſincere heart, God 
7s well Pleaſed. © 


2 


BOOKS printed for J. Wavon, at the 
Turk's Head in Gracechurch- Street. 


L 6 the Light of the World, or, the 
rincipal Improvements, made in Religion 
by Chri _— Repreſented in a Sermon preached 
at the young Mens Lecture at Exon. Price Gd. 
IT. The Character and Bleſſedneſs of thoſe, to 
whom To live is Chrift, and to die Gain ; repre- 
ſented in a Sermon preached at minfler in So- 
merſetſhire, on the much lamented Death of the 
late Reverend Mr. James Strong. Price 64. 
III. The Nature of Sound Doctrine, and the 
Encouragements to preach it. Repreſented in a 
Charge, delivered at the Ordination of the Re- 
verend Mr. William Harris, at Wells in Samer- 
fethhire. Price 6d. - | 
IV. Self-Dedication to God explained and re- 
commended, with a particular View to the New 
Vear, and a Prefatory Addreſs to Vouth. Price 6 d. 
V. The Prayer of King Febeſbaphat conſidered, 
and applied to the State of the Nation; in a Ser- 
mon preached at Taunton, December 18, 1745. Be- 
ing the Day appointed for a publick Faſt, on 
Account of the War and Rebellion. Price 64. 
VI. A Dialogue on Devotion, after the Manner 
of Xenophon; in which the Reaſonableneſs, Pleaſure 
and advantages of it are conſidered. To which is 
prefixed, a Converſation of Socrates on the Being 
and Providence of God, tranſlated from the Greek, 
The Second Edition, corrected and improved, 
n SIO 
VII. Daily Devotion aſſiſted and recommended, 
in Four Sermons ; repreſenting. the principal In- 
ſtances of the Providence and Goodneſs of God, 
which every Morning and Evening offer to our 
thoughts, and the Uſe we ſhould make of them. 
Price 1 5. 64, 2 
Eighth 


BOOKS printed for J. WavGn. 
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* VIII. Eight Sermons on 2 Future General Judg- 


ment. 


Tbeſe Eight by Mr. Thomas Anory. 


5 A Paraphaſe and Notes on the Three Epiſtles 


of St. Jobn. Attempted in imitation of Mr. Locle 
Manner. By George. Benſon, D. D. Price 55. 
II. Self-Knowledge. A Treatiſe, ſhewing the 
eg and Benefit of that important Science, 
nd the Way to attain it. Intermixed with va- 
rious Reflections and Obſeryations on human Na- 
ture. By F. Maſen, A.M. 3d. Edit, Price bound 25. 
III. The Family Prayer-Book, or Prayers to be 
uſed in Families every Morning and Evening. To 
which are added ſome diſtin& Forms for more 
cial and extraordinary Occaſions, The Second 
ition, : Price bound 28. | | 


; IV. The TüiRD Vorumr of the Family 
- Expoſitor; Containing. the ; 4&s io the  Apeſiles, 


with additional Notes on the rmony of the 


Evangeliſts; and Two Diſſertations, 1. On Sir Jade 
Newton's Syſtem of the Harmony. 2. On the In- 


n New Teftament. With proper In- 
exes to the Whole. By P. Doddridge, D. D. 
Price bound 133. 7 

"PROPOSALS for Printing by Subſcription, 
ASYsTEM or Mortar PHILOSOPHY. 
By the Late Reverend, Learned and Judicious 
Mr. HENRY G ROFE. of Taunton, 

Being his favourite Work, and the Fruit of near 


Thirty Years AY and Reflection; publiſh'd 


purſuant to the Author's dying Requeſt, from bis 


' 6wn Manuſcripts, with his lateſt Improvements 


and Corrections. In TWo Volumes, Octavo. Price 


. | SIT, 
N. B. The Firſt Volume is in the Prefs, and will 
ſpeedily be publiſhed, © 
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